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MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
On the Occasion of the 116" Anniversary of the Proclamation of Philippine
Independence

The 116" Anniversary of the Proclamation of Philippine Independence reminds us,
once again, of our inspiring history, our heroes’ selfless sacrifices, and our
_determination to assert our rightful place in the community of nations.

This years theme, “Pagsunod sa Yapak ng mga Dakilang Pilipino, Tungo sa
Malawakan at Permanenteng Pagbabago”, reaffirms our collective .resolve to
continue stiving for the Philippines’ remarkable transformation through good

govermarnce.

“With the Aqu'ino administration’s agenda bearing fruit, we envision an inclusive, just,
and prosperous Filipino society; and a continued improvement in the quality of life of
our people.

The Department of Foreign Affairs shares these aspirations as articu!ated'by our
heroes and our champions, both past and present, These ideals drive the DFA in
maintaining a principled and forward-looking foreign policy. .

We, therefore, call on our modern-day heroes, the overseas Filipinos, to keep the
faith in the country’s future. We urge our development partners to remain confident in
our bright prospects. We encourage more investments not only financially but also in
strengthening integrity and other institutions for the PRhilippines to achieve
independence from poverty, corruption, ignorance, and inequality.

For this year's Independence Day commemoration, let us celebrate the Philippines’
continued economic growth, our consistent advocacy for the rule of law, and that
quintessential, indomitable, and resilient Filipino spirit.

[sang tunay na makahulugang Araw ng Kalayaan sa ating lahat!

ALBERT F. DEL ROSARIO
Secretary of Foreign Affairs

12 June 2014, Pasay City
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